210                 NIP^L AND  CHINA.

officer of the frontier. The object of the letter
was, to ask distinctly what were "the views of the
British government in that direction,* and to state
how they had been misrepresented. In the course
of the same month, the Goorkhas, having heard
that a Chinese force had arrived at Digurchee, or
Jigurchee, in August, applied directly to the Resi-
dent to know whether, in case the Chinese de-
manded any further submission beyond what had
already been acceded to, they might depend on
the co-operation of the British in resisting them.

In this state of things, the Supreme Government
forbad any assurance of support being given to
the Nipalese, lest it should encourage them in
seeking cause of quarrel with the Chinese. The
Governor-general also communicated a statement
of all that had occurred, in reply to the letter
which had been received through the Sikhim,
Raja. With this answer the Chinese authorities
professed themselves satisfied, in so far as the
British were concerned: they demanded, however,
that some confidential agents from Nipal should

wait upon them; and the following account of what

/

* The Bengal government had furnished the Com-
pany's officers at Canton with a full explanation of all that
passed ; but the Chinese cautiously avoided any allusion to
the Nipal war in their official communications with the select
committee there.